ASCC NMS Panel
Approved Minutes
Tuesday, February 4, 2014




                 12:00PM -1:30 PM

110 Denney Hall

ATTENDEES: Dinan, Hadad, Hogle, Vaessin, Valco, von Frese

AGENDA:
1. Approval of 1-21-14 minutes 
· Von Frese, Valco, unanimously approved 
2. Math 4407 (new course)  
· Math 4194 was the experimental course and now it will be a permanent course offered as Math 4407 

· The prerequisite or taken concurrently is Math 4507 
· M.Ed. program provided concurrence and therefore should not be a concern 
3. Math 4480 (new course)  
· The prerequisite or taken concurrently is Math 4580. Again, should not be a concern due to the involvement of the M.Ed. program.  
· Valco, von Frese, unanimously approved both courses: Math 4407 and Math 4480

4. Political Science 3780 (new course requesting GE Data Analysis) 
· No math or statistics prerequisites 
· If  prereqs are added there may not be a need for the GE status 
· Students could possibly get some introduction to statistics in other courses 

· A concurrence would not necessarily be needed if there was a stats prerequisite

· Non-Concurrence letter from Statistics: 
Political Science 3780: Data Literacy and Data Visualization

1) GE in Data Analysis: NO

I have asked a number of statistics faculty to look over the course proposal for Political Science 3780: Data Literacy and Data Visualization.  We believe that the content does not match up with the learning objectives for the GE in Data Analysis.  Students going through a GE in Data Analysis need to be able to learn about topics in statistical analysis and probability in depth, as, for example, our GE courses in Statistics achieve. This course cannot not meet the outcomes as only a small proportion of the course covers these topics.

2) Course concurrence: NOT at this time

We have no problem with teaching a course in Data Visualization. Thus we have no issue with the following proposed topics:

* Locating and obtaining data

* Design of data visualizations

* R programming

* Creating visualizations (distributional, spatial, and temporal, etc.)

However the following topics proposed in Statistics and Probability duplicate the content of courses already available in Statistics (e.g., Stat 2450, Stat 2480, Stat 3201, Stat 3202, Stat 5301 and Stat

5302):

* The fundamentals of probability and uncertainty

* Monte Carlo simulations for understanding probability

* The bootstrap: generalizing from a sample to a larger population

* Research design: theories, hypotheses, and hypothesizing

We cannot provide concurrence for a course containing this sort of duplication.  Indeed we are worried that the additional topics that require more computation, such as Monte Carlo simulations and the bootstrap, need more care and time in instruction than are budgeted for by this proposed course.  We believe that students need time to grasp the key concepts in probability and statistical inference. 

· This is an upper level course, with no prerequisites, for freshman to senior level students, with a GE status. It makes the course appealing to students although it may not necessarily be beneficial for them to take if they don’t have some sort of prior experience in statistics.  
· Von-Frese, Valco, unanimously approved to decline GE status for Data Analysis with request that the following concerns be addressed by Political Science:  
· There are no prerequisite courses in statistics or math 
· Non-concurrence from Statistics (suggestion: work directly with the Statistics department to see how the course can be improved to alleviate their concerns) 

· The GE category and its goals and expected learning outcomes are not stated in the syllabus
· The assessment plan addresses course assessment rather than how the GE expected learning outcomes will be assessed 
